Red Leicester Choir Newsletter 
January 2013
Red Leicester meets on Wednesdays during school terms at the Secular Hall, Humberstone Gate (opposite Sainsburys),  
Leicester  LE1 1WB  7.30 – 9.30pm
What’s been happening at Red Leicester?
At the beginning of September we performed a 20 minute set at the CND Garden Party which raised over £1400 for CND campaigning funds. The following weekend a few Red Leicester Choir members went to London for the Sing for Water Concert at the Thames Festival. They joined members of 50 other choirs from all over the country to perform in a massive choir of 700 singers. The free concert was in “The Scoop” which is outside City Hall,right beside the Thames between Tower Bridge and London Bridge. The weather was amazingly hot and the songs came together brilliantly on the day. In mid-September we sang William Morris and Brother can you spare a dime at the wake for Professor John Cook, former head of design at De Montfort University, and an active socialist and member of the Secular Society. At the end of the month we sang Nana was a suffragette at a service at the grave of Alice Hawkins in Welford Road Cemetery. The service was to commemorate and celebrate her life on the erection of a headstone on her grave. For information about Alice Hawkins, a Leicester working class suffragette who worked in the factory at Equity Shoes, see www.alicesuffragette.co.uk/. 
At the beginning of October we sang a set of “women’s songs” at a presentation about Alice Hawkins by Peter Barratt, her great-grandson. This was part of the Everybody’s Reading Festival. A couple of days later we sang a set of union songs at the premiere of Brian Langtry and Len Holden’s documentary film “The Dirty Thirty” at the Phoenix Cinema. It was about the Leicestershire Miners who stayed out on strike in 1984/85. The following day we had our usual first of the month busking raising money for Women’s Aid as their funding is under threat. Two days later (making it four gigs in a week!) we sang to the Peace Walk which started at Shenstone near Lichfield where Elbit make the engines that go in the Watchkeeper drone made in Leicester. We sang during the demonstration outside Thales Defence Ltd in Scudamore Road, where the drones are manufactured. We were pleased to be mentioned in the Mercury article about the demonstration. Some members of Red Leicester journeyed down to London on October 20 to join the TUC March for the Alternative against the public sector cuts. We met up with the other political choirs and sang at Piccadilly Circus and then joined the march as far as the entrance to Hyde Park where we sang to the march as it entered the park. We had taken our large banner so it appeared that Red Leicester Choir had a great many more singers!  Polly Toynbee, the Guardian columnist, said in her blog that she had just entered the park and Red Leicester Choir were “brill”! 
We busked at the beginning of November supporting the British Red Cross local services in Leicester and raised a magnificent£200. We sang at the City of Sanctuary party on 8 November and three days later we sang Nana was a suffragette and Get on yer bike at the Cycles and Suffragettes event: a bicycle tour round the blue plaques in Leicester that commemorate the struggle for women’s rights followed with our songs and a suffragette speech by Julia Wood outside the City Rooms. The tour then went on to the Phoenix for a film and a presentation by Peter Barratt. Later in November we had a short notice request to sing at Laughing Matter put on by the Socialist Students at Leicester University and De Montfort University to launch their campaign Rape is no Joke. We sang a short well-received set at The Basement in Wellington Street. 
Our main event of the autumn was a concert we promoted at The Musician with the Liverpool singer/songwriter Alun Parry on November 28. Cee put in lots of work ensuring that we had a full house. The concert was preceded by a songwriting workshop in the afternoon at the Secular Hall. Red Leicester started off the evening with a half hour set including Farewell to Welfare by local singer/songwriter Grace Petrie. We were very pleased that Grace was able to come to the gig and hear Jane’s arrangement of her song. 

On Saturday 1 December we busked in the morning for Medical Aid for Palestinians because of the shocking events in Gaza. In total we sent over £300 to the charity as we added the busking money to the proceeds of the raffle at the Alun Parry evening.  Later in the day we sang a set at the Morning Star Fundraising Dinner which was held at the Indian Workers’ Association Hall. We were pleased to hear that £1,000 was raised.  The following day we led the carols at the huge Light up a Life service when the Christmas tree lights are lit at LOROS, the local hospice. After our Christmas break we busked on 5 January for Macmillan Nurses and raised £127 despite there being few people about at 11.00 on a cold morning. 
What’s going to be happening at Red Leicester?
Wed 9 Jan 7.30pm Choir starts again at the Secular Hall

Fri 1 Feb 7.30 Red Leicester’s Winter Warmer Party at the Secular Hall. Quiz, food, raffle, singing and socialising. Do come and meet up with your fellow choir members. Jane (P) is co-ordinating the food. 
Sat 2 Feb 11.00 Busking outside OxFam in Market Street


Wed 13 Feb Half term for Leicester schools please check whether Choir is running

Sat 2 March 11.00 Busking outside OxFam in Market Street

Sat 9 March 7.30pm Wellingborough Diggers’ Festival Gleneagles Social Club, Grafton Close, Wellingborough, Northants, NN8 5WA. The evening starts at 7.30 and we will be singing at 7.45 for about half an hour. This will be followed by a talk by Dr John Gurney who has written books on the Diggers. The evening will end with a ceilidh, live music will be provided by the Five String Thing Band. The Choir are being paid their travel expenses for this gig and do not need to buy a ticket. If you have friends or partners who would like to come the tickets are £10/£8 concessions. Please send a SAE and a cheque payable to Independent Socialists of Wellingborough to: 3 Grove Street, Wellingborough, Northants, NN8 3HW (Jane B will arrange for someone at Choir to co-ordinate ticket requests.)
Wed 20 March last Red Leicester rehearsal before Easter 
Sat 23 March 10.30 – 6.00 Sixth Annual Community Choirs Festival King Edward VI School in Stratford on Avon. We hope there will be enough singers for Red Leicester to perform this year. Early bird tickets (before Jan 31) £18, after Jan 31 £22. Picnic areas by the river or indoors if it is wet. Marvellous meeting of choirs from all over the midlands with four accomplished leaders to teach songs to everyone together. Colleen is co-ordinating. 
Wed 10 April Red Leicester Choir starts again after Easter.
Sun 2 June morning rehearsal at Church of the Martyrs on Westcotes Drive 10.15 for 10.45 and afternoon performance at 2pm Leicester Sing for Water, a large come and sing event raising funds for WaterAid at Leicester’s Riverside Festival in Bede Park. Do ask Red Leicester members on the organising committee: Veronica, Cee, Julie, Maggie, Colleen and Susan (H) about packs or look at the web-site www.leicestersingforwater.org.uk
Fri 19 July – Sun 21 July Street Choir Festival in Aberystwyth hosted by Côr Gobaith, Glenys is co-ordinating and accommodation needs to be booked early as there is likely to be a shortage. See Glenys’ e-mail of 30 December with details of university accommodation at reasonable prices. 
 And looking a long time ahead…..  London Sing for Water will be on 14/15 September. 
Concerts, Singing Workshops and other (mainly musical) events in Leicester and around
Sat 12 Jan 12.00 -2pm Leicester Sing for Water Planning Meeting at Radio Leicester. If you’d like to join the Planning Group (composed of members of several choirs) please ask Veronica, Cee, Colleen, Julie, Maggie or Sue (H) what’s involved www.leicestersingforwater.org.uk
Saturday 26th January 10 – 6pm Come and Sing Carl Orff’s Carmina Burana Leicester Grammar School, Great Glen, LE8 9FL The morning and afternoon will be spent learning the music ready for a performance at 5pm conducted by Richard Laing £23 includes score in advance, £20 own score, £5 students, £5 to hear the performance. Organised by Leicester Bach Choir.  www.leicesterbachchoir.org.uk
Wed 6 Feb 8pm Steve Knightly (the songwriter who composed Arrogance, Ignorance and Greed) at Stamford Arts Centre, 27 St Mary’s St Stamford PE9 2DL £16/£15 tel 01780 763 203  www.stamfordartscentre.com
Sun 10 Feb workshop 2.30 – 5.30 and concert 7.30pm Northern Harmony from Vermont, USA The Voicebox, Forman Street, Derby DE1 1JQ
Workshop: £18/£12 Concert: £10/£6 Workshop+Concert: £25/£15 email: derby_sings@kaleidoscope-music.org.uk or tel : 07532 355 879 see www.villageharmony.org
Sat 16 Feb 10.00 – 4.00 Corsican Singing Workshop led by Caroline Bithell Stamford Arts Centre, 27 St Mary’s St Stamford PE9 2DL £15/£13 tel 01780 763 203  www.stamfordartscentre.com
Sat 2 March 7.30pm Cantamici Choir Concert St Mary Magdalene Church, Waltham-on-the-Wolds, Leicestershire www.cantamicichoir.org.uk/
Sat 2 March 7pm Amika Concert at Holy Trinity Church, Regent Road, Leicester LE1 6WY £6.50 www.amika.org.uk
Mon 4 –Sat 9 March Gilbert and Sullivan Society: Yeoman of the Guard The Little Theatre, Dover Street, Leicester LE1 6PW   £13.50; Mon evening and Sat matinee £12 www.thelittletheatre.net or tel 0116 255 1302 

Sat 9 March 7.30pm Celebrate! A concert with the Cecilian Singers and the Queen’s Park Sinfonia St James the Greater, London Road, Leicester LE2 1NE £12/£10/£5 www.stjamesthegreater.org.uk www.ceciliansingers.co.uk
Sat 16 March 7.30pm Variety Concert supporting City of Sanctuary at Belgrave Neighbourhood Centre, corner Rothley St/Belgrave Road LE4 6LF Parking at Sainsburys on Belgrave Road. £10/£6.50 includes light refreshments. Sue (Skyrme) is selling tickets at Choir www.cityofsanctuary.org/leicester or phone Zinthiya (office hrs) 251 9068 or Mick Walker (out of office hrs) 221 4636 
Sat 16 March 11am – 6pm Greenlight Festival, Leicester’s Festival of Sustainable Living Queen’s Building, De Montfort University, Mill Lane, Leicester LE1 9BH http://greenlightfestival.org/
Sat 16 March 7.30pm City of Leicester Singers Concert St James the Greater, London Road, Leicester LE2 1NE www.cityofleicestersingers.co.uk
Sat 23 March 7.30pm Leicester Bach Choir Concert St James the Greater, London Road, Leicester LE2 1NE www.leicesterbachchoir.org.uk
Sat 23 March Global Harmony’s Easter Concert in Melton Mowbray

Thurs 18 April The Sixteen Concert St James the Greater, London Road, Leicester LE2 1NE £30 - £10 depending on position in the church. www.stjamesthegreater.org.uk
Fri 26 April 7.30 Cantamici Choir Concert St Mary Magdalene Church, Waltham-on-the-Wolds, Leicestershire raising funds for school fees for pupils at Malosa and Malindi Secondary Schools, Malawi www.cantamicichoir.org.uk/
Residential Singing Holidays
Faith Watson Singing holidays in India, Italy, Morocco, Gozo (Malta) and Spain and weekends in the UK Tel 0161 881 0855 www.singingforlarks.co.uk
Farncombe Estate Singing Weekends; leaders include Frankie Armstrong & Chris Rowbury tel 01386 854100 www.FarncombeEstate.co.uk
Singing & walking holidays www.lakelandvoice.co.uk including holidays in the Lake District, the Scottish island of Jura and in Slovenia
Chris Rowbury Weekends round the country http://chrisrowbury.com/dates.php
News Snippets
Alex and Fanny, our young French singers, who moved to Sheffield are planning to return to Leicester! At present they are sorting out their Sheffield flat and looking for somewhere to live in Leicester. Fanny has a new job in Leicester at De Montfort University.  
In November we had the sad news that Lyn Kaylor, who sang in the sopranos, had died. She made a valuable contribution to the Choir for about five years, she had not been able to come recently as she had been ill for some time. Several choir members went to her funeral in Arnesby. 

The Georgian Choir in Derby welcomes new members or one-off visits from people who want to sing music from the Georgian Caucasus. The songs are taught by Beth de Lange who leads Derby’s Kaleidoscope Community Choir and the Rough Truffles Choir in Belper. The Georgian Choir meets monthly on Sundays from 2pm – 5pm at Derby New Church, Horwood Avenue, Derby DE23 6AN (just off the Burton Road, near the outer ring road). £10/£8 tea and biscuits included. Tel 07837 671 988 or e-mail beth@kaleidoscope-music.org.uk 
Also in Derby is Rise and Sing, a series of singing workshops featuring shape-note, gospel and spirituals. Saturday mornings (fortnightly dates tbc) 10.30 – 12.30 Chester Green Methodist Church, Mansfield St (off City Rd) Derby DE1 3RU £7/£5 pay on the door deb@kaleidoscope-music.org.uk or tel 07903 965090
We have recently been contacted by Andrew ‘Skatz’ Scattergood a Leicestershire singer/songwriter who is running a project called Father Used To Say. Its aim is to gather stories about people and events that have inspired people living in Leicester. In order to collect the stories, he is meeting with lots of community groups in the places where they regularly meet, and running free story gathering sessions, which will be informal and fun. He says he would love to do one of these sessions with the Red Leicester Choir. 
Regular Leicester Singing Groups
Voices Coming Together meets on Tues 8:00pm Quaker Meeting House, Queens Road, Leicester. Contact: Jean Woods tel 07981392969
Leicester Amika Choir Sats 2.30 – 5.00 Soar Valley Music Centre, Belgrave, Leicester. www.amika.org.uk
Chanterelders Choir Mon 7.30 - 8.45pm The Samworth Academy, Trenant Road, Eyres Monsell, Leicester LE2 6UA. chanterelders@hotmail.com.

Fosse Singers meets Weds 7.00 – 8.45 at the Fosse Neighbourhood Centre, now with a new musical director. www.fossesingers.co.uk
Sir Jonathan North Community College Adult Choir, Weds 7.00 -8.30  Sir Jonathan North Community College,  Knighton Lane East, Leicester LE2 6FU tel 0116 292 8088
The Lancaster Community Choir Thurs 7pm – 8.30pm (check times). Lancaster School, Knighton Lane East tel 270 3176 choir@lancaster.leicester.sch.uk
Voices Aloud Community Choir Wed 7pm – 8.15pm at Leicester Vocal Tech, 32 Swan Street, Leicester tel 222 1268 leicsvocaltech@btconnect.com 

Leicester Phoenix Youth Chorale meets on Tues Guthlaxton College, Wigston LE18 2DS young people aged 14 – 24 7.30pm – 9.10pm; aged 8 – 14 from 6pm – 7.40pm Tel 0116 270 4692 or 0116 278 6887 www.phoenixyouthchorale.org.uk
Coping with Cancer Community Choir (open to all) Tues 7.15pm-8.30pm 35 Westleigh Rd, Leic LE3 0HH Tel 0116 223 0055 jo.swatland@c-w-c.org.uk
Sing4Fun Weds 6.30 – 8.00pm Eyres Monsell Baptist Church, Dorset Avenue, Fairfield Estate, South Wigston tel 0116 288 9238 www.Sing4FunChoir.btck.co.uk
The Rainbow Singers who were much admired at Gay Pride, meet at St Nicholas Church on Tuesdays 7.30pm leicester-shirerainbowvoices.com
Holy Cross Gospel Choir Tues 7.00 – 8.30pm Holy Cross Church, Wellington St Leicester LE1 6HW Anyone can join no need to be a church member.
www.holycrossleicester.org
Rock Choirs in Hinckley, Oadby, Loughborough, Market Harborough & Lutterworth www.rockchoir.com
Leicester Singing Courses 

Weekly singing group with Willow Songsmith Fri 10.30 – 12.30 at the Leicester Progressive Jewish Congregation Synagogue, 24 Avenue Road, Leicester LE2 3EA This course runs in 5 week block, the next from Fri 11 January to Friday 8 Feb inclusive.  There is no need to be able to read music as everything will be taught by ear, though the dots will be used for some music. £20 - £30 (select yourself). Contact Rowan Songsmith, 8 Richmond Avenue, Leicester LE2 8AX tel 0116 283 5222 songanddance@ntlworld.com
I’m gonna sing Workers’ Educational Association (WEA) course with Carolyn Necklen Fridays 10.30 – 12.30 nine sessions from 18 January £63 (some concessions)  Vaughan College St Nicholas Circle Leicester LE1 4LB Tel 0116 251 9740 amiles@wea.org.uk
Singing for Fun course with John Gull at Embrace Arts, Lancaster Road, Leicester Mon 1.30 – 3.30pm £70/£35 for 10 sessions. 7 Jan – 11 March www.embracearts.co.uk
Red Leicester Choir meets on Wednesdays during school terms at the Secular Hall, Humberstone Gate (opposite Sainsburys),  Leicester LE1 1WB   7.30 – 9.30pm 
Contacts: Martin 266 2855; Veronica 270 3143; Jane 240 4590; Susan (S) 274 0497 http://redleicesterchoir.com
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