Red Leicester Choir Newsletter 
September 2012
Red Leicester meets on Wednesdays during school terms at the Secular Hall, Humberstone Gate (opposite Sainsburys),  
Leicester  LE1 1WB  7.30 – 9.30pm
Sorry there’s been such a long gap since the last newsletter we’ve just been so busy. It will be back to every two – three months now. This newsletter covers the whole of the last year!!
What’s been happening at Red Leicester?
At the beginning of October 2011 we busked to raise money towards a replacement of the Age UK mini-bus which was destroyed in the summer riots. We were pleased to be able to make a contribution of £100 to the fund. The same day we went to Helen’s Birthday Bash at St Phillips Church Hall and sang a set of her favourite songs. We busked for Amnesty at the beginning of November raising £75, in the afternoon we joined in the “Cycling Suffragettes” flash-mob and we can be heard singing “Get on your bike” in the background of this clip http://vimeo.com/31650441 On the following day we sang at the Secular Hall before a talk by Cynthia Cockburn on “Secularism, Feminism and other scary things”. Cynthia is a member of Raised Voices, a political choir similar to Red Leicester, that meets in London. At the end of November we spent the weekend in Bradford at the Raise Your Banners Festival of Political Song. We sang Arrogance, Ignorance and Greed in Bradford Cathedral with its marvellous acoustic, took part in workshops and watched professional theatre and singing performances.  A few days later we were asked to take part in the Leicester demonstration against the reduction in public sector pensions. We sang to the marchers as they came into the Athena and then again on the stage at the end of the rally. At the beginning of December we busked for OxFam raising £150 and then the following day some of us led the carols at the LOROS Light up a Life open air carol service when the Christmas Tree lights are switched on.  Despite the bitter cold 000s of people attended,.
In the New Year we had our Winter Warmer Party at the Secular Hall on Friday 13 (we aren’t superstitious!). We played party games, sang, shared some fantastic food and choir members had a chance to socialise.   Later in the month we led the singing of the Internationale at the funeral of Don Connolly, a life-long communist, former miner and a community activist in New Parks. At the beginning of February we did not have our usual busk as we joined the EDL counter demonstration when the EDL provocatively decided to demonstrate in Leicester on 4 February. We sang while the counter-EDL marchers gathered and took part in the counter march ourselves. We were disappointed that the press coverage and the City Mayor’s comments appeared to regard both demonstrations in the same way. March was a busy month, we went to Wellingborough to hear Leon Rosselson singing at the Wellingborough Diggers’ Festival, we have been invited to sing at next year’s Festival. We had our main fundraiser of the year on March 17 when we organised an evening of song and dance for Bondhon a Leicestershire charity supporting a community project in Bangladesh. Thanks to all who helped: selling tickets,  running the raffle, bringing the fantastic food and the Greenshoots Ceilidh Orchestra for providing the music for the dancing. We made over £550. At a couple of events in March we weren’t able to perform as we had a shortage of sopranos and basses.  Despite that a goodly number of altos and tenors enjoyed the day at the Community Choirs Festival in Stratford on Avon and at the end of the month we couldn’t perform at the Greenlight Environmental Festival again because a shortage of singers. 
Our May busk raised £150 for Cancer Research, a charity chosen as several choir members have been undergoing treatment recently. It was a busy day as in the afternoon we sang at the City of Sanctuary Summer Fair at the Quaker Meeting House. A week later we sang at the Leicester CND/Amnesty Peace and Rights Festival at the Red Tent in Pocklington’s Walk in Leicester.  At the beginning of June a few of us (a slice of Red Leicester) sang at the Wake in Loughborough of a former member, Jan Crewe. A couple of days later we joined other choirs at the big Leicester Sing for Water Concert Bede Park, Leicester, part of the Riverside Festival. We sang the Beatles song All you need is love, Bring a little water Sylvie, Down by the Riverside, a Nigerian song: Ise Oluwa, I turn on the tap, a Hindi song: Koi Ladki Hai and Wangari. . The event made thousands of pounds for WaterAid. For the last few years we have sung for the Red Cross in Town Hall Square as part of refugee week, unfortunately we couldn’t help them this year as we were short of sopranos (again!)
Our July busk raised £75 for the Ugandan Humanist Schools Trust.  From 13- 15 July we went to the Street Choir Festival in Bury, a great weekend despite the iffy weather, meeting the other political choirs and taking part in singing workshops. We had a short performance slot on Saturday night when we sang Jane’s arrangement of Grace Petrie’s Farewell to Welfare and the very modern Yeah, Yeah Yeah Song from Flaming Lips. The weekend ended with a picnic on Sunday at lunchtime. The only drawback to a brilliantly organised weekend was the poor acoustic in the main performance venue (we just hope the audience heard the words of Farewell to Welfare). 
Choir didn’t meet over the summer but there were with a range of summer social activities including two country walks (in Cossington Meadows and in the Outwoods), a garden party at Christina’s,  a party for Jane’s birthday,  and for Glenys and Martin’s 11th Anniversary. A trip to London to see the Munch Exhibition, a picnic at the Sculpture Exhibition in the Botanic Gardens and a Red Leicester cycling group on Skyride. We also had a repertoire meeting at Adey’s house thinking about songs for 2013. We organised some rehearsals for those choir members going to London Sing for Water. 
At the beginning of September we performed a 20 minute set at the CND Garden Party which raised over £1400 for CND campaigning funds. The following weekend a few Red Leicester Choir members went to London for the Sing for Water Concert at the Thames Festival. They joined members of 50 other choirs from all over the country to perform in a massive choir of 700 singers. The free concert was in “The Scoop” which is outside City Hall,right beside the Thames between Tower Bridge and London Bridge. The weather was amazingly hot and the songs came together brilliantly on the day.
What’s going to be happening at Red Leicester?
Wed 19 September 4.30pm Wake for Professor John Cook, we are planning to sing “William Morris” and “Brother can you spare a dime”. Beaumont Hall, University of Leicester, Glebe Road entrance  

Sat 29 September noon Alice Hawkins – The Suffragette We are singing “Nana was a suffragette” at a service at the grave of Alice Hawkins in Welford Road Cemetery. This service is to commemorate and celebrate her life on the erection of a headstone on her grave. Please meet at the Visitor Centre by the main entrance to the Cemetery on Welford Road at 11.30 for a warm-up. The service will be at the grave side. It will start at 12.00 and last about half an hour. We have been invited to coffee/tea and biscuits afterwards in the Visitor Centre. For information about Alice Hawkins, a working class suffragette, see www.alicesuffragette.co.uk/ Please sign the gig sheet if you can come.
Wed 3 October 7pm Alice Hawkins – The Suffragette  Presentation by Peter Barratt, Alice’s great-grandson at which we will be singing “Nana was a suffragette” and other women’s songs at the Secular Hall.  Part of the Everybody’s Reading Festival. Admission by ticket available from the Alice Hawkins Suffragette Facebook page or by calling 0116 255 5311. Please meet at 6.40 and the event starts at 7.00. It is expected to finish at 8.30pm when we will stay behind for our usual rehearsal. Please sign the gig sheet if you can come.
Fri 5 October 6.15 for 7.00 start The Dirty Thirty the premiere of Brian Langtry and Len Holden’s documentary film “The Dirty Thirty” about the Leicestershire Miners who stayed out on strike in 1984/85. Plus speeches and music. It is part of the Everybody’s Reading Festival. We will be singing a set of union songs at the end of the evening’s programme. Please come at the beginning, there is no need to buy a ticket – impossible anyway as the tickets have sold out already. Phoenix Cinema, Midland St Leicester LE1 1TG. Please sign the gig sheet if you can come.
Sat 6 October 11.00 Busking outside OxFam in Market St. for Women’s Aid
Mon 8 October A Peace Walk is starting at Shenstone near Lichfield where Elbit make the engines that go in the Watchkeeper drone made in Leicester. It is coming through Leicester and we are planning to sing at 4.15 in the afternoon. This will be during the demonstration outside Thales Defence Ltd in Scudamore Road, LE3 1UA where the drones are manufactured. The following day the Walk will continue to Loughborough. Please sign the gig sheet if you can come. 
Wed 10 October 7.30 for 7.45pm AGM and the usual choir rehearsal 

Sat 20 October TUC March for the Alternative: Jobs, Growth, Justice to Hyde Park. Coaches will be going from Leicester. Please sign the gig sheet if you can come. Glenys is co-ordinating http://falseeconomy.org.uk/
Wed 24 October Half-term – please check whether choir will be running

Sat 3 Nov 11.00 Busking outside OxFam in Market St. charity tba

Wed 28 Nov 3.30pm Songwriting Workshop with Alun Parry the renowned Liverpool singer-songwriter at the Secular Hall followed by a bring and share meal. Choir members who went to his workshop at the Street Choir Festival in Bury said it was brilliant. Cee is co-ordinating. Please sign the gig sheet if you want to come. Cost tba.  

Wed 28 Nov doors open 7.30pm Alun Parry will be singing at The Musician, the concert starts with a half hour set from Red Leicester at 8pm. This concert is being promoted by Red Leicester, the organisation is being co-ordinated by Cee. It is vital that we sell as many tickets (£6/£4 advance/£7/£5 on the door) as possible to cover Alun Parry’s fee and expenses 
And for those who like to put dates in their diaries months in advance….. in 2013…. Red Leicester will be singing at the Wellingborough Diggers Festival on Saturday 9 March, the Community Choirs Festival will be in Stratford on Avon one day during the weekend of 23/24 March (due to overwhelming demand the Festival programme is being run twice on consecutive days) and the Greenlight Environmental Festival in Leicester will be on 16 and/or 17 March. Leicester Sing for Water will be at the Riverside Festival in June. The Street Choir Festival will be in Aberystwyth hosted by Côr Gobaith date not known yet. London Sing for Water will be on 14/15 September. 
Concerts, Singing Workshops and other (mainly musical) events in Leicester and around
Sat 29 Sept 7.15 – 8.30pm Jubilate Deo Concert with Cantamici Choir and the children from the Polish School. St Paul’s Polish Church, Wakerley Road, Leicester LE5 4WD Raising funds for the Polish School.  Tel 01455 823570,  jill.perry2@btinternet.com .
Sat 29 Sept 10.00 – 4.00 Humongous Harmony Singing Workshop with Chris Samuel (the English Spookyman). Stamford Arts Centre, 27 St Mary’s St Stamford PE9 2DL £15 tel 01780 763 203  www.stamfordartscentre.com
Sat 6 Oct 12.00 – 2.00 Leicester Sing for Water Planning Meeting at Radio Leicester. If you’d like to join the Planning Group (composed of members of several choirs) please ask Veronica, Cee, Colleen, Julie, Maggie or Sue (H) what’s involved. 

Sat 6 Oct 7.30pm Ballare: to Dance A Concert to celebrate internationalism – from the African Diaspora. Part of the Cultural Olympiad devised by Philip Herbert and Pawlet Brookes. Peepul Centre, Orchardson Avenue, Leicester LE4 6DP £12/£10 www.ticketweb.co.uk
Sun 7 Oct 7.00pm Australian Voices Concert preceded by a singing workshop at 6pm St Mary Magdalen Church, Brinsmead Road, Knighton, Leicester LE2 3WG Classical music as well as aboriginal music from Australia. £15/£12 www.theaustralianvoices.com
Sat 13 Oct  10.30 – 4.00 Gospel Singing with Tony Backhouse Singing Workshop Dale Street Methodist Church, Leamington Spa CV32 5HL £25 (£22 before 30 Sept)  Bring lunch to share. Book by sending a cheque (payable to “Bruce Knight”), to 14 Kennan Ave, Leamington Spa, CV31 3HY.  This will reserve your place.  For more info, ring 01926 778454, or email bruceknight.voice@virgin.net   
Sat 13 Oct 7.30pm Kingfisher Chorale Concert at St James the Greater, London Road, Leicester LE2 1NE £10/£8/£2 www.kingfisherchorale.org www.stjamesthegreater.org.uk/concerts
Sat 13 Oct 7.30 Leicester Philharmonic Choir Concert of Russian classical music De Montfort Hall, Granville Road, Leicester LE1 7RU £27 - £8 Tel 233 3111 www.thephil.org.uk
Sun 14 Oct 6.30 – 9.30pm Woody Guthrie Hard Times and Hard Travellin’ by Professor Will Kaufman a talk illustrated with Woody Guthrie songs. Commemorating 100 years since Woody Guthrie’s birth. Secular Hall £8/£6 available from 07722 782727

Thurs 18 Oct Ex-Cathdra Consort Concert of Venetian Music St James the Greater, London Road, Leicester LE2 1NE £30 - £10 depending on position in the church www.stjamesthegreater.org.uk/concerts
Sat 20 Oct 10.30 – 5.00pm Come and Sing with John Rutter Northampton High School, Newport Pagnell Rd, Northampton NN4 6URU Drinks provided bring packed lunch. £12/under 18s £7 must be accompanied by an adult Northamptonshire Choral Foundation: hannahloach@hotmail.com or tel 01604 632845

Sat 20 Oct all day OxJam  Music at 15 venues round the Cultural Quarter in Leicester city centre. Since 2006 OxJam has raised £1.5 million for OxFam. www.oxjamleicester.co.uk
Sat 20 Oct 7.30 Cecilian Singers Concert of a capella choral music including Mendelssohn and lighter music. St Dionysius, Church Square, Market Harborough, LE16 7NB £10. Tel: 0115 937 2993, jane.cotton2@ntlworld.com or www.wegottickets.com/CecilianSingers www.ceciliansingers.co.uk
Sat 20 Oct 7.30pm Kainé Management Showcase of Choirs: Kainé Gospel Choir, Leicester Women’s Gospel Choir, Curve Choir, Kainé Leicester Youth Choir Upper Brown Street (the old Phoenix Theatre), Leicester LE1 5TE £8/£6 tel 261 6840
Sun 21 Oct 6pm Stamford’s Woven Chords Choir and a Dutch Choir: Vokaal Kabaal Concert Free but tickets must be obtained in advance Stamford Arts Centre, 27 St Mary’s St, Stamford PE9 2DL tel 01780 763 203  www.stamfordartscentre.com The concert is being repeated in Peterborough Cathedral on Monday 22 October at 7.30pm £8 tel 01733 579702. 
Sat 27 Oct 10.30 – 4.45pm Women and Society in Market Harborough and Leicestershire with a keynote speech on the Struggle for Women’s Suffrage in Leicestershire. £18.50 includes lunch and refreshments tickets must be obtained in advance. Roman Way Community Centre, Roman Way, Market Harborough, LE16 7PQ www.marketharboroughhistoricalsociety.org
Sat 27 Oct 7.30pm When Gospel meets Motown Curve Rutland St. Leicester LE1 1SB £10 tel 242 3595 www.curveonline.co.uk
Sat 27 Oct The Leicester African Gospel Chorus African Caribbean Centre, Maidstone Rd, Leicester LE2 OAU  £5/£2.50
Wed 31 Oct 8.00pm Catch a Fire Tribute to Bob Marley Amika Choir performing De Montfort Hall, Granville Road, Leicester LE1 7RU £22/£18.50

Wed 7 Nov 7.00pm Sing Freedom Kainé Management Choirs Concert Y Theatre, East St, Leicester LE1 6EY £8/£6 tel 261 6840
Fri 9 Nov 7.30 Cantamici Choir Concert at St Catharine’s Church, Houghton on the Hill, LE7 9GD raising funds for Leicester’s Street Pastors Tel 01455 823570,  jill.perry2@btinternet.com 
Fri 9 Nov Anti-Capitalist Road Show: Janet Russell, Grace Petrie, Robb Johnson, Leon Rosselson, Jim Woodland & Marxist magician Ian Saville Victoria Centre, 46-50 Palk Road, Wellingborough NN8 1HR £10/£8 tel 07941 340261 or janetsings@blueyonder.co.uk
Fri 9 Nov 7.30pm Singalong Rocky Horror Show Curve Rutland St. Leicester LE1 1SB £15 tel 242 3595 www.curveonline.co.uk
Sat 10 Nov 7.30 St James Cantata Choir Concert Mozart Requiem St James the Greater, London Road, Leicester LE2 1NE £23 - £8 depending on position in the church www.stjamesthegreater.org.uk/concerts
Sat 17 Nov 10.30 – 4.00 Songs for Change: Singing Workshop with Rowena Whitehead, Unitarian Chapel, High Street, Warwick CV34 4AX  £25 (£20 if paid before 31 Oct) Bring lunch to share. Book by sending a cheque (payable to “Bruce Knight” 14 Kennan Ave, Leamington Spa, CV31 3HY.  This will reserve your place.  For more info, ring 01926 778454, or email bruceknight.voice@virgin.net   
Sat 17 Nov 7.30 City of Leicester Singers Concert Rossini’s Petite Messe Solennelle St James the Greater, London Road, Leicester LE2 1NE £12/£10/under 16 free www.cityofleicestersingers.co.uk 
Sat 24 Nov 7.30 Leicester Bach Choir Handel’s Israel in Egypt St James the Greater, London Road, Leicester LE2 1NE £23 - £8 depending on position in the church www.stjamesthegreater.org.uk/concerts
Fri 30 Nov 7.00pm De Montfort University Gospel Choir Y Theatre, East St, Leicester LE1 6EY tel 255 7066 £7.50/£4.50 http://www.leicesterymca.co.uk
Residential Singing Holidays
Faith Watson Weekends Singing holidays in India, Italy, Morocco, Gozo (Malta) and Spain Tel 0161 881 0855 www.singingforlarks.co.uk
Farncombe Estate Singing Weekends; leaders include Frankie Armstrong & Chris Rowbury tel 01386 854100 www.FarncombeEstate.co.uk
Singing & walking holidays www.lakelandvoice.co.uk including holidays in the Lake District, the Scottish island of Jura and in Slovenia
Chris Rowbury Weekends round the country http://chrisrowbury.com/dates.php
News Snippets
We were very sorry to say goodbye to three choir members this summer. Alex and Fanny, our young French singers, have moved to Sheffield although Hannah reports after she went up to see them that they may move back to Leicester! We have also said good bye to Chris (Taylor) who, having moved to Stoke Golding, did think she could make the journey on Wednesday evenings but finds that it would be too much after a full day at work. We’d like to thank all three for their valuable input into the Choir. The wonderful savory French “Cake” that Fanny made, their contributions to the singing and the work that Chris did on publicity. 

The Georgian Choir in Derby welcomes new members or one-off visits from people who want to sing music from the Georgian Caucasus. The songs are taught by Beth de Lange who leads Derby’s Kaleidoscope Community Choir and the Rough Truffles Choir in Belper. The Georgian Choir meets monthly on Sundays from 2pm – 5pm at Derby New Church, Horwood Avenue, Derby DE23 6AN (just off the Burton Road, near the outer ring road). £10/£8 tea and biscuits included. Tel 07837 671 988 or e-mail beth@kaleidoscope-music.org.uk 
Also in Derby is Rise and Sing, a series of singing workshops featuring shape-note, gospel and spirituals. Saturday mornings (fortnightly Sept 29/Oct 13/Oct 27/Nov 10/Nov 24/Dec 8/Dec 22) 10.15 – 12.30 Chester Green Methodist Church, Mansfield St (off City Rd) Derby DE1 3RU deb.allitt@btinternet.com £7/£5 pay on the door tel 07903 965090
Regular Leicester Singing Groups
Voices Coming Together meets on Tues 8:00pm Quaker Meeting House, Queens Road, Leicester. Contact: Jean Woods tel 07981392969
Leicester Amika Choir Sats 2.30 – 5.00 Soar Valley Music Centre, Belgrave, Leicester. www.amika.org.uk
Chanterelders Choir Mon 7.30 - 8.45pm The Samworth Academy, Trenant Road, Eyres Monsell, Leicester LE2 6UA. chanterelders@hotmail.com.

Fosse Singers meets Weds 7.00 – 8.45 at the Fosse Neighbourhood Centre, Hannah Brine tel 07814 935049 www.fossesingers.co.uk
Sir Jonathan North Community College Adult Choir, Weds 7.00 -8.30  Sir Jonathan North Community College,  Knighton Lane East, Leicester LE2 6FU tel 0116 292 8088
The Lancaster Community Choir Thurs 7pm – 8.30pm (check times). Lancaster School, Knighton Lane East tel 270 3176 choir@lancaster.leicester.sch.uk
Voices Aloud Community Choir Wed 7pm – 8.15pm at Leicester Vocal Tech, 32 Swan Street, Leicester tel 222 1268 leicsvocaltech@btconnect.com 

Leicester Phoenix Youth Chorale meets on Tues Guthlaxton College, Wigston LE18 2DS young people aged 14 – 24 7.30pm – 9.10pm; aged 8 – 14 from 6pm – 7.40pm Tel 0116 270 4692 or 0116 278 6887 www.phoenixyouthchorale.org.uk
Coping with Cancer Community Choir (open to all) Tues 7.15pm-8.30pm 35 Westleigh Rd, Leic LE3 0HH Tel 0116 223 0055 jo.swatland@c-w-c.org.uk
Sing4Fun Weds 6.30 – 8.00pm Eyres Monsell Baptist Church, Dorset Avenue, Fairfield Estate, South Wigston tel 0116 288 9238 www.Sing4FunChoir.btck.co.uk
The Rainbow Singers who were much admired at Gay Pride, meet at St Nicholas Church on Tuesdays 7.30pm leicester-shirerainbowvoices.com
Holy Cross Gospel Choir Tues 7.00 – 8.30pm Holy Cross Church, Wellington St Leicester LE1 6HW Anyone can join no need to be a church member.
www.holycrossleicester.org
Rock Choirs in Hinckley, Oadby, Loughborough, Market Harborough & Lutterworth www.rockchoir.com
Leicester Singing Courses 

Weekly singing group with Willow Songsmith Fri 10.30 – 12.30 at the Leicester Progressive Jewish Congregation Synagogue, 24 Avenue Road, Leicester LE2 3EA These courses run in 6 week blocks, the first from Fri 14 September to 19 October. No need to be able to read music as everything will be taught by ear, though the dots will be used for some music. £24 - £36 (select yourself). Contact Rowan Songsmith, 8 Richmond Avenue, Leicester LE2 8AX tel 0116 283 5222 songanddance@ntlworld.com
I’m gonna sing Workers’ Educational Association (WEA) course with Carolyn Necklen Fridays 10.30 – 12.30 ten sessions £70 Vaughan College
St Nicholas Circle Leicester LE1 4LB Tel 251 9740 amiles@wea.org.uk
Singing for Fun course with John Gull at Embrace Arts, Lancaster Road, Leicester Mon 1.30 – 3.30pm £80/£40 for 12 sessions. 1 Oct – 17 Dec www.embracearts.co.uk
Red Leicester Choir meets on Wednesdays during school terms at the Secular Hall, Humberstone Gate (opposite Sainsburys),  Leicester LE1 1WB   7.30 – 9.30pm 
Contacts: Martin 266 2855; Veronica 270 3143; Jane 240 4590; Susan 274 0497 http://redleicesterchoir.com
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