Red Leicester Choir Newsletter 
November 2010
Red Leicester meets on Wednesdays during school terms at the Secular Hall, Humberstone Gate (opposite Sainsburys),  Leicester  LE1 1WB  7.30 – 9.30pm
What’s been happening at Red Leicester?
We have had a very busy autumn: at the beginning of September we performed at the CND Annual Garden Party which raised £1200 for campaigning in the next year. 
The following week a group of Red Leicester members joined singers from 45 choirs from around the country at London Sing for Water, a wonderful open air concert in the Scoop by the Greater London Authority Building near Tower Bridge. The weather was perfect, the concert, which was part of the annual Thames Festival, raises 000s for WaterAid each year mainly from the sponsorship of the singers.
On Saturday 2 October we busked outside OxFam in Market Street and raised £130 for the victims of the Pakistan Floods. On Monday 4 October we contributed to a Let’s Get Reading event at Leicester Adult Education College: Books that Changed the World by singing a set of some world-changing songs. 

The following Saturday the English Defence League (EDL) held a provocative demonstration in Leicester. As far as we could make out most of the people (mainly young men) attending the demonstration had come on coaches from round the country. Although the police and the City Council were advising the public not to come to the city centre Red Leicester sang on the stage at the EDL counter demonstration organised by Unite Against Fascism (UAF) and Love Music Hate Racism. Although there were violent incidents at the EDL demonstration we were very pleased that the UAF demonstration was completely peaceful. The following day we were invited by the City Council to sing at the “One Leicester” event in Humberstone Gate (along with Billy Bragg and a number of others!). We donated our £100 fee from the Council to Love Music Hate Racism as a contribution to pay for the stage at the UAF demonstration. In the evening of October 10, after “One Leicester” some choir members stayed in town and sang at the Sunday evening Secular Society talk by David Grove on “Why we need Marx and Morris more than ever”. We sang our song “William Morris” which is composed of extracts from a number of Morris’ writings set to music together with the Internationale. 
We sang before Professor Paul Rogers’ talk at the Secular Hall on Thursday 14 October. We performed a half-hour set composed mainly of peace songs before a talk on “The War on Terror” from this expert who works in the world’s largest Peace Studies Department which is at Bradford University. 
We joined Julie’s 60th Birthday Party at St Lukes Church Hall in Stocking Farm and sang a set of her favourite songs including The Internationale at the end of October. The following week we were the supporting act for Roy Bailey at The Musician (wow!). The Lord Mayor, Councillor Colin Hall, invited us to perform at the concert for the Lord Mayor’s “Forget-me-not Appeal” which aims to raise £100,000 to create a national centre of excellence for dementia care in Leicester’s NHS hospitals. Of course we included the South African song “Think of me, forget me not” in our programme! We were pleased to hear that the concert made £625 for the Appeal. On Saturday 6 November we busked in our usual position in Market Street and raised £125 for funds to cope with the Haiti Cholera epidemic. 
After such a busy time we are looking forward to a period when we can relax and learn some new repertoire!
What’s going to be happening at Red Leicester?
Sunday 5 Dec Leading the Carols at LOROS Light up a Life when the Christmas Tree lights are switched on. This open air carol service is attended by 000s of people in the LOROS car park off Groby Road. 

Wed 15 Dec Last Choir meeting before the Christmas break

Wed 5 Jan First Choir meeting after the Christmas break

Fri 14 Jan 7.30pm Red Leicester Winter Warmer Party at the Secular Hall. This is a time for choir members and their families and friends to have a party, play games, sing and share good food! 

Sat 26 March 10.30am – 6.30pm Community Choirs Festival King Edward VI School, Stratford on Avon 

Sat 9 April evening our main charity fundraising concert at the Ukrainian Centre, Fosse Road South (corner of Hinckley Road) Leicester LE3 0QD
Fri/Sat/Sun 25/26/27 November 2011 Raise Your Banners Festival of Political Song, Kala Sangam Centre and the Cathedral in Bradford. www.raiseyourbanners.org
Concerts, Singing Workshops and other (mainly musical) events in Leicester and around
Sat 13 Nov 2pm – 5pm Salt of the Earth Sale Indian jewellery and clothes, home-made preserves, recycled items from Complete Wasters all raising money for the Social Change and Development (SCAD) project in Tamil Nadu, South India. At 11 and 14 Cooden Avenue, Leicester LE3 0JS tel 0116 291 3098 www.salt-of-the-earth.org.uk
Sat 13 Nov 7.30pm Leicester Bach Choir Concert including Holst, Debussy and Vaughan Williams, Leicester Cathedral £14/£12 www.leicesterbachchoir.org.uk
Sat 13 Nov 7.30pm City of Leicester Choir Concert including Haydn, Vivaldi and Hummel £10/£9 under 16s free St James the Greater, London Rd, Leicester LE2 1 NE  www.cityofleicestersingers.co.uk
Thurs 18 Nov 7.30pm Sing-a-long Rocky Horror Picture show Fancy dress recommended!  £14.50/£12.50/£10.50 Curve Theatre, Rutland St, Leicester LE1 1SB tel 242 3595 www.curveonline.co.uk
Sat 20 Nov 10.00am – 3.30pm What is opera – and why it matters led by John Florance £30/£15 Richard Attenborough Centre, Lancaster Rd, Leicester LE1 7HA tel 252 2455  www.embracearts.co.uk 

Sat 20 Nov 7pm – 9pm Festival of Gospel Choirs including Kainé Gospel Choir, Leicester Women’s Gospel Choir, Amika Choir, Curve Gospel Choir, ACM Gospel Choir (semi-finalists in Last Choir Standing) and a schools mass choir. £12/£10/£8 Curve Theatre, Rutland St, Leicester LE1 1SB tel 242 3595 www.curveonline.co.uk
Sat 20 Nov 10.00 – 4.00 Forgotten Carols – Singing Workshop with Ali Burns Sounds Allowed, St Nicholas Place, 81 The Green, Kings Norton, Birmingham B38 8RU £25/£20 bring packed lunch or buy food locally. Book soundsallowed@googlemail.com
Tues 23 Nov 8.30pm Coope, Boyes and Simpson Concert (with supporting acts) £12 The Musician, Clyde St, Leicester LE1 2DE www.greenbirdpromotions.com 
Fri 26 Nov 7.30pm – 11pm Salt of the Earth Barn Dance Ukrainian Centre, Fosse Road South Leicester LE3 0QD Greenshoots Ceilidh Orchestra £10/£8 under 16s. Curry supper.  Booking essential contact Celia Barden tel 0116 291 3098 or celia.barden@ntlworld.com
Sat 27 Nov 7.30pm Cantamici Choir Concert ‘Nocturne’ Hungarton Village Hall LE7 9JH £8/£6 www.cantamicichoir.org.uk
Sat 27 Nov 9.30am – 4.30pm African Singing and Drumming Day Singing with Chris Rowbury and Drumming with Julie Wright Highcliffe Primary School, Elmfield Avenue, Birstall, Leicester LE4 3 DH £15 (tea and coffee available). Booking essential. Tel 01509 814327 or carolyn.necklen@talktalk.net
Sat 27 Nov 8pm Songlines Community Choir (Leamington Spa and Warwick’s 100 strong community choir) 10th Anniversary Concert Royal Spa Centre, Leamington Spa CV32 4HN. The concert will also feature a “Sing for Water” for WaterAid – an attempt to get 800 people singing in harmony. £7/£4 children.  Booking essential tel 01926 334418 or book on-line www.royal-spa-centre.co.uk  

Sun 28 Nov 7pm Dissenting radical folk songs – alternative takes on life with Gren Morris and Sam Stephens Secular Hall, Humberstone Gate £5/£3 concessions and members of Leicester Secular Society. Pay on the door. 
Tues 30 Nov 12.45pm Singing for Fun Concert with John Gull and class. A lunchtime soundbite at the Richard Attenborough Centre , Lancaster Road, Leicester LE1 7HA Free. Tel 0116 252 2455

Thurs 2 Dec Divine Music for Trumpets and Voices The Music and Life of G.F.Handel by David Blackadder and Ben Hoffnung St James the Greater, London Rd, Leicester LE2 1NE www.leicesterbachchoir.org.uk
Sat 4 Dec 7pm – 9pm Amika Choir Concert St Peters Church, Glenfield £6.50/children under 14 £4. www.amika.org.uk
Sat 18 Dec 10.00am – 1.00pm Shape Note Singing Workshop led by Deb Allitt and Richard Talaska  Chester Green Community Centre, City Road, Chester Green, Derby DE1 3RQ £8/£6 pay at the door 
Tel 07903 965090 
Sat 15 Jan Come and Sing Puccini: Messa di Gloria St Mary’s Church, Knighton Rehearsal afternoon and evening performance. Leicester Bach Choir www.leicesterbachchoir.org.uk
Fri 28 & Sat 29 Jan 8pm The Armed Man – A Mass for Peace by Karl Jenkins, Newtown Linford Choral Society at St Philip & St James Church Ratby £9 children £5 tel 01530 243822
Sat 12 March Wellingborough Diggers Festival Whitworths Football Club, London Road, Wellingborough tickets available after Xmas

Residential Singing Holidays
Fri 3 Dec 7pm – Sun 5 Dec 4pm Christmas songs from around the world with Chris Rowbury Knuston Hall, Irchester, Wellingborough, Northamptonshire NN29 7EU £195 residential, £140 no overnight stay. Booking essential Tel 01933 312104 www.knustonhall.org or email enquiries@knustonhall.org.uk
Faith Watson Weekends Also singing holidays in India, Italy, Morocco, and Spain Tel 0161 881 0855 www.singingforlarks.co.uk
Farncombe Estate Singing Weekends; leaders include Frankie Armstrong & Chris Rowbury tel 01386 854100 www.FarncombeEstate.co.uk
Singing & walking holidays www.lakelandvoice.co.uk including holidays in the Lake District, the Scottish island of Jura and in Slovenia
News Snippets
Hannah has put a special place for members of the choir on our web-site www.redleicesterchoir.com – you need a password to enter. If you have not already done so please e-mail Hannah (hannah@pinkbanana.org) and she will e-mail back the password. Thank you Hannah!
Farside2 the acoustic music club which used to meet at the Y Theatre has moved to Fabrika, the Independent Arts Centre nearly opposite the Secular Hall at 68-70 Humberstone Gate. They meet on the second Sunday of each month from 8pm – 10.30pm with a couple of featured acts and floor spots of 10 minutes for anyone who wants to sing or play. Free admission, coffee and tea available, take your own alcoholic drinks. See www.farside2.org.uk
Mosaic the open mic music club based at Aperitivo in Highfield Street (off London Road) will be meeting on the THIRD Thursday in the month this autumn. Free admission. Please ask Jan tel 0793 2185476 for details of performers. 
Coping with Cancer is hoping to set up a new community choir singing world music, gospel, folk and arrangements of popular songs. If you know of anyone who would like to join the telephone number is 223 0055 or e-mail j.swatland@c-w-c.org.uk
A new choir has been set up in Leicester, the Rainbow Voices Choir which is a lesbian, gay, bi-sexual and transgendered choir. It performed at Leicester Pride recently, please ask Maggie for the details. 

We were very pleased to hear that Andy Chaggar (the son of Chris, a choir member who died at the end of last year) has been awarded funding from the Vodafone Foundation for the European Disaster Volunteers (EDV) charity which he set up. Andy was seriously injured in the Tsunami and decided to dedicate his life to helping others after natural disasters. He is currently working in Haiti. We busked earlier in 2010 to raise funds for EDV. 
We have recently heard that StreetChoir 2010, the National Street Choir Festival which we went to in Sheffield in July raised £3,000 for Amnesty International and the Sheffield Palestine Solidarity Campaign. They have a healthy balance for next year’s Festival but as yet no choir has come forward to take on the task of organising it. 

The Georgian Choir in Derby welcomes new members or one-off visits from people who want to sing music from the Georgian Caucasus. The songs are taught by Beth de Lange who leads the Kaleidoscope Community Choir in Derby and the Rough Truffles Choir in Belper. The Georgian Choir meets on the last Sunday each month (but not December) from 2pm – 5pm at Derby New Church, Horwood Avenue, Derby DE23 6AN (just off the Burton Road, near the outer ring road). £10/£8 tea and biscuits included. Tel 07837 671 988 or e-mail beth@kaleidoscope-music.org.uk

Regular Leicester Singing Events
Voices Coming Together meets on Tues 8:00pm Quaker Meeting House, Queens Road, Leicester. Contact: Jean Woods tel 07981392969
Leicester Amika Choir Sats 2.30 – 5.00 Soar Valley Music Centre, Belgrave, Leicester. Tel 270 8764 www.amika.org.uk
Chanterelders Choir Mon 7.30 - 8.45pm The Samworth Academy, Trenant Road, Eyres Monsell, Leicester LE2 6UA. chanterelders@hotmail.com.

Fosse Singers meets at the Fosse Neighbourhood Centre,  Weds 7.15 – 8.45 Hannah Brine tel 07814 935049 or e-mail fossesingers@hotmail.com
Sir Jonathan North Community Choir adult community choir meeting at Sir Jonathan North Community College Knighton Lane East Mondays 7pm – 8.30. Contact: Honora Paris tel 07956498052 
The Lancaster Community Choir Thurs 7pm – 8.30pm for adults & children 9+. Lancaster School, Knighton Lane East tel 270 3176 choir@lancaster.leicester.sch.uk
Voices Aloud Community Choir Wed 7pm – 8.15pm meets at Leicester Vocal Tech, 32 Swan Street, Leicester tel 222 1268 e-mail leicsvocaltech@btconnect.com 

Leicester Phoenix Youth Chorale meets on Tues at Guthlaxton College, Wigston LE18 2DS young people aged 14 – 24 from 7.30pm – 9.10pm and aged 8 – 14 from 6pm – 7.40pm (boys and girls separately). Tel 0116 270 4692 or 0116 278 6887 www.phoenixyouthchorale.org.uk
Red Leicester Choir meets on Wednesdays during school terms at the Secular Hall, Humberstone Gate (opposite Sainsburys),  Leicester LE1 1WB   7.30 – 9.30pm
Contacts: Martin 266 2855; Veronica 270 3143; Jane 240 4590; Susan 274 0497 http://redleicesterchoir.com
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