Red Leicester Choir Newsletter 
June/July 2010
Red Leicester meets on Wednesdays during school terms at the Secular Hall, Humberstone Gate (opposite Sainsburys),  Leicester 7.30 – 9.30pm

What’s been happening at Red Leicester?
We’ve had a really busy spring, on Saturday 13 March we sang Greensleeves in “From Archery to Armada” in aid of the Lord Mayor’s Appeal for the Mablethorpe Children’s Holiday Home.  It was organised by the Society for Intercultural Understanding Leicester (SICUL) at the National Space Centre. We were very pleased to hear that £1,000 was raised which was divided between the Holiday Home and the National Space Centre Trust which funds children in school parties who would not otherwise be able to afford the entry charge to the Space Centre. On the following Saturday the Choir went to the Community Choirs Festival in Stratford on Avon. There was a wonderful day of singing with over 500 people from choirs all over the Midlands. The singing was led by Chris Rowbury, Bruce Knight, Alice Robin and Hilary Davies. For our solo slot we sang “Song of Peace” to Finlandia by Sibelius. We have some CDs of the event with the mass songs as well as the performances from the 25 choirs. If you’d like to borrow one (or buy one) please ask Cee. 
On Saturday 24 April we organised an Evening of Song and Dance at the Ukrainian Social Club in aid of the British Red Cross’ Appeal for Haiti. With dancing to the Greenshoots Ceilidh Band the evening (together with some busking) raised £525 for the Appeal. With the money raised in January at the Winter Warmer Party and at the February busking this makes a grand total of £887 raised by Red Leicester for the victims of the Earthquake. Thanks to all the choir members who made the evening such a great success – those who provided food and raffle prizes and those who took part in the organisation. On the following Saturday we sang at a concert at the Afro-Caribbean Centre with several other choirs. It was to give a platform for a choir that had been set up by Congolese asylum seekers. We sang a set which included several African songs and were very pleased that the audience joined in with us! 
On Sunday June 6 the large Leicester Sing for Water, to raise money for WaterAid, took place at the Riverside Festival. We had one special Red Leicester rehearsal of the songs in May, as there were four new songs to learn. This year we sang Tsmindao Gmerto (a traditional Georgian song), Shine (Take That), Limpopo River Song (from Zimbabwe) , Iqude (a traditional Zulu song), Wade in the Water  and Singing in the Rain. Last year the event raised a wonderful £7,400 for WaterAid. If you still need to send in your sponsorship money please do so asap as the organisers are hoping to equal last year’s total. Some photos of the event will be going on the Leicester Sing for Water web-site www.leicestersingforwater.org.uk and there is an excellent short film of the singing on youtube http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pfGjkwqjIMg
The following Saturday Red Leicester sang in Town Hall Square for an hour as part of Refugee Week organised by the Red Cross. Again our African repertoire went down particularly well. 
What’s going to be happening at Red Leicester?
Sat 19 June Singing at the Friends of Bethlehem Fundraiser at 23 Braunstone Avenue, Leicester LE3 0JF (top of Westcotes Drive). Our set will last about 20 minutes and we are singing at 3.30pm. Please come by 3pm to warm-up. Our set will be followed by a Ceilidh on the lawn. Lunch will be served from 12.00 – 2.30pm and will cost £3 for adults and £1 for children (highly recommended!). After our set there will be cream teas for sale. Please sign the gig sheet if you can come. Children from the Palestinian Refugee Camps come to the UK staying with local families and putting on lively dance performances. This fundraising afternoon is to contribute to the children’s expenses for their next trip. 
Sat 26 June LOROS 25 Years Celebration Concert Day at Longslade Community College, Wanlip Lane, Birstall LE4 4GH (note not at Highcliffe School now which was in the previous newsletter). It was planned to have a day with 25 choirs (but a mere 23 have been recruited!) singing between 2.30pm – 9pm for 25 minutes each, raising money for LOROS. We are singing at 5.45 in the Bucciero Hall. Do stay and pay £2.50 to hear the other choirs. All choir members should have received the printed details from Chris (T) who is co-ordinating the arrangements. The details have also been sent out by e-mail. There are no public transport instructions in the details: it takes 20 minutes by First Leicester 70A bus from the Haymarket Bus Station at the bottom of Charles Street. Ask to be put off at the Windmill Avenue stop on Wanlip Lane. From there it is a four-minute walk. Unfortunately the last 70A back is at 6.20pm but there are several other bus routes going through Birstall (Skybus, Arriva 126 and Kinch Bus 2) back to Leicester after 9pm. Do encourage people to buy tickets to raise money for LOROS.  
Fri,Sat and Sun 9,10,11 July The National Street Choir Festival will be in Sheffield this year http://streetchoirsheffield.wordpress.com/ and will be based at Sheffield City Hall. A cabaret style show is planned for Friday evening. On Saturday morning there will be a rehearsal for the massed sing. The songs chosen include two Red Leicester favourites, Unison in Harmony and Billy Bragg’s Internationale. Together with one of our older repertoire, Holly Near’s Singing for our lives and two that are new to Red Leicester, Rosa Parks by Polly Bolton and Nana was a suffragette. There will be busking round Sheffield streets in the afternoon and a choir concert in the evening. Details of the Sunday morning workshops are not available yet. The Festival rounds off with a picnic at lunchtime on Sunday. The Festival is now full with 780 registrations. Cyndy is co-ordinating, if you still want to go please ask Cyndy to go on the waiting list in case anyone drops out. 
Wed 14 July Last choir practice before the summer break when social activities such as pub walks and garden parties are arranged as well as rehearsals in choir members’ houses for London Sing for Water. 

Sat 11 and Sun 12 September London Sing for Water.This is a wonderful open air concert in the Scoop by the Greater London Authority Building near Tower Bridge and is limited to 1,000 singers. The optional rehearsal is on Saturday afternoon (highly recommended) with the two fabulous leaders – Michael Harper and Roxane Smith. We shall be singing A Single Drop of Rain, Iqude (which we sang at Leicester Sing for Water), O So Seo (A Korean Peace Song), Ise Oluwa (a song that Amika Choir sing and will be conducted by Una May Olomolaiye), Oy Savice, a Croatian song, Rapids Charm by Helen Chadwick, the originator of Sing for Water, and lastly Tedumela. The Sunday morning rehearsal is compulsory and the performance is at 1pm on Sunday afternoon (NOTE CHANGE OF TIME). The event raises 1,000s for WaterAid – mainly from sponsorship of the singers who each aim to raise at least £50. The concert is now full and so if you have not already signed the gig sheet it is too late but if you want to go on the waiting list please see Veronica.
Concerts, Singing Workshops and other (mainly musical) events in Leicester and around
Fri 18 June/Sun 20 June Big Session Festival includes The Proclaimers, Chumbawamba and Oysterband. De Montfort Hall and Gardens, Leicester LE1 7RU W/end £75; Fri £30; Sat £37.50;Sun £22.50; child & family reductions www.demontforthall.co.uk
Sat 19 June 10.30am – 4.30pm Songs on the Eastern Wind Singing Workshop with Chris Rowbury £15/£12 age 16+ Stamford Arts Centre, St Mary’s St, Stamford PE9 2DL tel 01780 763 203 www.stamfordartscentre.com
Sat 19 June 7.30pm Water Colours Concert (to include Songs of the Fleet by Stanford) City of Leicester Singers, St James the Greater, London Road, Leicester £8/under 16s free. Tickets on the door www.cityofleicestersingers.co.uk
Sat 19 June 7.30pm Songs of Earth and Sky, Concert of Midsummer Harmonies, Kaleidoscope Choir, Samzeo Georgian Quartet and Derby Shape Note Singers. St John's Methodist Church, Birchover Way, Allestree, Derby DE22 2QL £6/£4 Booking essential tel 07532 355 879 derby_sings@kaleidoscope-music.org.uk 
Sat 19 June 7.30pm Wyvern Singers’ Concert St Peter’s, Tilton on the Hill, LE7 9LB tel 01455 230372 www.wyvern-singers.org.uk
Sat 19 June 7.30pm Choir Invisible – the Desmond and Leah Tutu Peace Choir UK Concert St Wulfram’s Church, Grantham NG31 6RR.  Profits to Desmond Tutu’s Ministries in South Africa and “Nepal in Need” £10/£8 tel 01476 561342 www.choirinvisible.co.uk
Sun 20 June 7.30pm Songs and Sonnets – Choral Settings of Shakespeare Leicestershire Chorale with Nick Scott-Burt, Jazz pianist. Loughborough Endowed Schools Music School, Loughborough LE11 2DU £12/£10/£5/£1 tel 01572 821642 www.leicestershirechorale.org.uk
Mon 21 June 7.30 – 9.30 Singing Safari with Chris Rowbury St Nicholas Church Warwick CV34 4JD £25 for five Mondays learning songs from around the world to sing at the Warwick Folk Festival on Sun 25 July.  £25 chris@chrisrowbury.com tel 024 7665 9180

Tues 22 June 7.30pm Musica Sacra Concert Coro Nostro Chamber Choir  St John the Baptist, Clarendon Park Road, Leicester £10/£9/£3 incl wine from Richard Attenborough Centre, Tourist Info Centre, Leicester University bookshop/on the door. www.coronostro.com
Thurs 24 June 8.30pm Dick Gaughan, and Sheila Moseley & Pete Burnham The Musician Clyde St Leicester LE1 2DE tel 251 0080 

Sat 26 June 7.30pm Summer Serenata Concert Cantamici Choir Frazer Noble Hall, London Road, Leicester £8/£6 from Richard Attenborough Centre, Tourist Info Centre, University of Leicester bookshop and on the door. www.cantamicichoir.org.uk
Sat 26 June 7.30pm Wyvern Singers’ Concert St Andrew’s, Aylestone, Leicester tel 01455 230372 www.wyvern-singers.org.uk
Sun 27 June 2pm – 5pm Come and Sing the Bruckner Mass in E Minor in the Countesthorpe Festival Chorus. Rehearsals take place weekly (different day each week) at Countesthorpe Community College, Countesthorpe LE8 5PR. The performance is at 7.30pm on 11 September at St Thomas’ Church, South Wigston, Leics LE18 4TA 
Sat 3 July 7.30pm Around the World in Song - Global Harmony Choir raising money for LOROS. Melton Theatre, Asfordby Rd, Melton Mowbray £10/£8 tel 01664 851111 (box office 5pm – 9.30pm)

Sat 3 July 10.30 – 5pm Come and Sing Choruses from Handel’s Messiah with the Leicester Philharmonic Choir, Guthlaxton College, Station Rd, Wigston LE18 2DS £15 bring packed lunch, drinks provided. £15 booking essential tel 01572 823942 or e-mail comeandsing@thephil.org.uk
Sat 10 July 7.30pm The Long Day Closes Concert Kingfisher Chorale St Martins Church, Stamford £10/£8/£3 www.kingfisherchorale.org
Sun 11 July 10:15am - 4pm Jazz Singing Workshop led by Nicole van de Kuinder Peatling Magna, Leics (village hall/garden depending on weather/numbers). £12 approx pay on arrival, bring food to share. Must book tel 07935309424 jazzieniek@hotmail.com  http://nicolevandekuinder.tripod.com/
Fri 23 July 8pm MANTRA – Musical Conversations across the Indian Ocean Orlando Consort and Woven Chords Choir, St Mary & All Saints’ Church, Fotheringhay, Northants PE8 5HZ £17/£15/£5 tel 01832 274734 Oundle International Fest- Musicaival 2010 
 
Sat 24 July 8.00pm Chumbawamba Concert Stamford Arts Centre, St Mary’s St, Stamford PE9 2DL tel 01780 763 203 www.stamfordartscentre.com
Mon 2 Aug – Fri 6 Aug Summer Music Week for Children St Paul’s Catholic School, Spencefield Lane, LE5 6HN £70 tel 07866378392
Mon 16 Aug 10am – 4pm Sing Like a Star Singing Workshop £10 Bring packed lunch and drinks. Children 8+ Stamford Arts Centre, Stamford PE9 2DL tel 01780 763 203 www.stamfordartscentre.com
Sun 5 Sept afternoon CND Garden Party, Elms Road, Leicester 

Sat 11 Sept 7.30pm Bruckner Mass in E minor Countesthorpe Festival Chorus St Thomas’ Church, South Wigston,Leics LE18 4TA 

Sat 2 Oct 10.30 – 4.30 World Songs Singing Workshop with Chris Rowbury Village Hall, High St, Great Easton (near Market Harborough) LE16 8ST cost tbc chris@chrisrowbury.com 
Sat 9 Oct 10.30 – 4.30 Songs to Stir the Soul Singing Workshop Unitarian Chapel, High St, Warwick £24/£20 early bird tel 01926 778454
Residential Singing Holidays 
Faith Watson Weekends Also singing holidays in Italy, Morocco, and Spain Tel 0161 881 0855 www.singingforlarks.co.uk
Farncombe Estate Singing Weekends; leaders include Frankie Armstrong & Chris Rowbury tel 01386 854100 www.FarncombeEstate.co.uk
Singing & walking holidays www.lakelandvoice.co.uk including holidays in the Lake District, the Scottish island of Jura and in Slovenia 
Music for People Summer School 31 July – 7 August Giggleswick School, Settle, N.Yorkshire BD24 0DE tel 08456191689 www.m4p.org.uk
Weekend Summer Singing Camp 31 July/1 Aug with Polly Bolton, Gitika Partington & others Oak Barn Centre, near Ludlow, Shropshire. £100/£40 day includes workshops, food and camping. Tel 01584 823604
Unicorn Natural Voice Camp 7 – 15 Aug in Dorset http://unicorncamps.com/
The Workers’ Music Association Summer School of Music 14 – 20 August Wortley Hall, near Sheffield, S35 7DB www.wmamusic.org.uk
News Snippets
Hannah has put a special place for members of the choir on our web-site www.redleicesterchoir.com – you need a password to enter. If you have not already done so please e-mail Hannah (hannah@pinkbanana.org) and she will e-mail back the password. Thank you Hannah!

Dorian Lynskey’s article entitled ‘How to start a revolution’ is on political song-writing. It was in the Guardian on 14 June and worth a read. www.guardian.co.uk/music/2010/jun/13/martin-carthy-tom-robinson-meltdown 
Comings and goings: we are sorry to hear that the Wyvern Singers are disbanding after 30 years of wonderful chamber choir singing. See the Concert List above for details of their two farewell concerts. A new choir Voices Aloud Community Choir has been set up, costing £42 a term or £4 a class and runs on Wednesdays from 7pm – 8.15pm at 32 Swan Street, Leicester tel 222 1268 e-mail leicsvocaltech@btconnect.com 

The Peepul Centre, Orchardson Avenue, Belgrave is running vocal coaching sessions for teenagers at 6pm on Wednesdays. Each session costs £1 tel 0116 261 6000 or 07974045661
Classic FM and Making Music are going to lead 123Sing a national singing weekend on the first three days in October. It aims to encourage people to sing. The dedicated web-site does not appear to be operational yet. 

Regular Leicester Singing Events

Voices Coming Together meets on Tues 8:00pm Quaker Meeting House, Queens Road, Leicester. Contact: Louise Hall tel 0116 267 7007
Leicester Amika Choir Sats 2.30 – 5.00 Cross Corners Community Arts Centre, Belgrave, Leicester. Tel 270 8764 www.amika.org.uk
Chanterelders Choir Mon 7.30 - 8.45pm The Samworth Academy, Trenant Road, Eyres Monsell, Leicester LE2 6UA. chanterelders@hotmail.com.

Fosse Singers meets at the Fosse Neighbourhood Centre,  Weds 7.15 – 8.45 Hannah Brine tel 07814 935049 or e-mail fossesingers@hotmail.com
Sir Jonathan North Community Choir adult community choir meeting at Sir Jonathan North Community College Knighton Lane East Mondays 7pm – 8.30. Contact: Honora Paris tel 07956498052 
The Lancaster Community Choir Thurs 7pm – 8.30pm for adults & children 9+. Lancaster School, Knighton Lane East tel 270 3176 choir@lancaster.leicester.sch.uk
Voices Aloud Community Choir Wed 7pm – 8.15pm meets at Leicester Vocal Tech, 32 Swan Street, Leicester tel 222 1268 e-mail leicsvocaltech@btconnect.com 

Leicester Phoenix Youth Chorale meets on Tues at Guthlaxton College, Wigston LE18 2DS young people aged 14 – 24 from 7.30pm – 9.10pm and aged 8 – 14 from 6pm – 7.40pm. Tel 0116 270 4692 or 0116 278 6887 www.phoenixyouthchorale.org
Red Leicester Choir meets on Wednesdays during school terms at the Secular Hall, Humberstone Gate (opposite Sainsburys),  Leicester 7.30 – 9.30pm
Contacts: Martin 266 2855; Veronica 270 3143; Jane 240 4590; Susan 274 0497 http://redleicesterchoir.com
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