Red Leicester Choir Newsletter 
June 2009

Red Leicester meets on Wednesdays during school terms at the Secular Hall, Humberstone Gate (opposite Sainsburys),  Leicester 7.30 – 9.30pm

What’s been happening at Red Leicester?
Our first performance of the New Year was at the Friends of Bethlehem fund-raiser at the end of January when over £600 was collected to help bring children over from Bethlehem to have a holiday in Leicester.  We busked a fortnight later collecting money to send to Gaza. We busked during February and March to collect money to cover the administrative expenses for Leicester Sing for Water. In April we went to the splendidly organised Community Choirs Festival at Warwick Arts Centre with over 25 choirs from around the Midlands. We learnt songs with over 500 singers led by Chris Rowbury, Bruce Knight, Alice Robin and Hilary Davies and then each choir sang one song on the stage. We sang Sun Rise Today, the CDs of the whole performance have just arrived. If you ordered one please see Veronica. On May 15 we ran an evening of song and dance with the Greenshoots Ceilidh Orchestra raising £500 for the Red Cross. The week before we put on a programme for the residents at the Quaker Sheltered Housing Project at John Woolman House in Museum Square. The day after the Ceilidh we sang at the Daily Mirror’s Hope not Hate Campaign. A bus was touring the country trying to encourage the electorate to vote in the European elections with the aim of preventing the BNP from being successful. We sang at the Belgrave Neighbourhood Centre to the people who had been out leafletting.
Despite the atrocious weather on June 7 Leicester Sing for Water was a great success. We rehearsed in the morning at Church of the Martyrs with Una May Olomolaiye and Sophie Pascall and then performed in the open air at the Riverside Festival in the afternoon. Although there was torrential rain in the morning we were lucky that it was clear by lunchtime. We sang Down by the Riverside, Bridge over Troubled Waters, I can see clearly now the rain has gone (!!!), Down in the river to pray, Limpopo River Song, Plovi Barko and Watermelon Man. Over 180 singers registered and sang in the concert, some were from choirs in Derby, Belper, Sheffield and Coventry.  Leicester was represented by Red Leicester (some of whose members took on much of the organising), Leicester Amika Choir, Chanterelders, Fosse Singers and Sir Jonathan North Community Choir. Quite a few singers came independently and are not members of any choirs. Hannah is hoping to put the photos on the Red Leicester web-site and the Leicester Sing for Water web-site shortly (www.redleicesterchoir.com and www.leicestersingforwater.org.uk ) An excellent CD of the seven songs was produced from the rehearsal in the morning. If you have not already got one please ask Julie or Kim for a copy, they are £5 each. The profits from the sale of the CDs will fund the administrative expenses of next year’s Leicester Sing for Water. We raised over £3,200 for WaterAid on the day but expect to far exceed this figure when all the singers’ sponsorship money has been sent in. Please try to collect in the money from your sponsors as soon as possible and send it off to WaterAid. 
The following Saturday we busked in Town Hall Square publicising Refugee Week, supporting the British Red Cross and Leicester City of Sanctuary and on the same day, in the evening, we performed at Claire Wintram’s birthday party in Leicester. 
What’s going to be happening at Red Leicester?
Fri 26 June 7.30pm Celebration of the Unveiling of the statute of Mahatma Gandhi in Leicester. De Montfort Hall. The celebration is being organised by the charity, Samanvaya Parivar. We have been asked to sing “How I wish” and some other songs for about 15 minutes. We don’t know yet at what time in the evening our singing will take place. The celebration will not be open to the general public but we will be allocated some free tickets. Please sign the gig sheet if you can come. 
Fri/Sat/Sun 10/11/12 July National Street Music Festival (the 27th) in Whitby. The Festival will follow the usual pattern: that is a concert on Friday night from Whitby groups, a rehearsal for the massed sing on Saturday morning, Massed Sing at 12.00 and individual choirs busking on Saturday afternoon between 1pm – 3pm. The songs for the Massed Sing include Billy Bragg’s Internationale and some songs specially composed for the Festival. The music scores and mp3 files for each part are available on the Whitby web-site (see below). There is an afternoon concert starting at 4pm and lasting until 5.30pm and an evening concert running from 7.30pm – 11.00pm. Despite these long concert times we only have a 7 minute performance slot! We don’t know if we are in the afternoon or the evening concert yet. We are practising the Queen number, Is this the world we created? and Jane has another song up her sleeve! There are workshops on Sunday morning and a final lunch all together. Cyndy is co-ordinating. See www.streetchoirwhitby.org.uk
Wed 15 July 7.30pm The last rehearsal will be on Wed 8 July. On 15 July we will have a social and brainstorm about Whitby.  Venue tbc. 
Late July/August Summer events and rehearsals for London Sing for Water – see separate programme

Wed 9 Sept First Choir Rehearsal after the summer holidays

Sat 12/Sun 13 Sept London Sing for Water part of the Thames Festival. Joining 800 voices from choirs all round the country. We have received the music and the CDs with the songs. The packs are ready and those choir members going have been contacted. If you’ve changed your mind and would like to go please let Veronica know so you can go on the waiting list in case anyone drops out. We will be practising the songs over the summer holidays in members’ houses. You can come along to sing at the practices even if you can’t make the London concert. 
Wed 16 Sept Choir and the AGM to review the past year
Wed 23 Sept New Members’ Evening although new members can join at any time during the year this is a special evening which showcases the range of songs sung by the choir
Sat Oct 10 Gude Cause Centenary Procession The Edinburgh Choir Protest in Harmony has asked if any members of Red Leicester are interested in joining a centenary commemoration of the Suffragette March along Princes Street in Edinburgh in 1909. The songs are available on www.protestinharmony.org.uk/songs/Gude_Cause/index.htm
 and details of the event are on http://www.gudecause.org.uk/
Fri/Sat/Sun 6/7/8 Nov Raise Your Banners Festival of Political Song in Bradford. It will not be held at the Irish Club this year but at “Kala Sangam” which is a spacious grade 2 listed venue in the heart of Bradford’s historic “Little Germany” district. www.raiseyourbanners.org/
And in 2010 the Community Choirs Festival at Warwick Arts Centre will be on 20 March.
Concerts, Singing Workshops and other (mainly musical) events in Leicester and around
Fri 19 June 7.30pm World Song (Una May’s Coventry Choir) Raising the Roof Concert St Nicholas Church, Main Street, Francton £5 in aid of the church roof repair fund. Tel 01926 632918 

Fri 19 – Sun 21 June The Big Session Festival includes Billy Bragg, the Oysterband, the Levellers and the Eliza Carthy Band. De Montfort Hall and Gardens, Leicester. Camping available. Prices various. tel 0116 233 3111 www.bigsessionfestival.com
Sat 20 June 10 – 4 Motown Singing Workshop with Una May Olomolaiye VoiceBox, Foreman St, Derby DE1 1JQ £24/£16 bring food to share www.kaleidoscope-music.org.uk tel 01332 345508

Sat 20 June 7.30pm City of Leicester Singers and the Leicester Phoenix Youth Chorale Concert: Songs of England St James the Greater, London Road, Leicester LE2 1NA  £8 under 16s free. Tel 0116 239 2708   www.cityofleicestersingers.co.uk www.phoenixyouthchorale.org.uk 
Sat 20 June High on Harmony Concert by Ivy League a new Ladies Barbershop Youth (ages 8 – 25) Chorus which rehearses in Birmingham. £10/£8 ytheatre, East Street, Leicester £5/£4 tel 0116 255 7066 www.ytheatre.co.uk  www.labbsyouthchorus.co.uk
Sat 27 June 9.30 – 3.30 Sing Africa! Singing Workshop with Chris Rowbury Stamford Arts Centre, St Mary’s St, Stamford, Lincs PE9 2DL £15/£12 tel 01780 763203 www.stamfordartscentre.com
Sat 27 June 7.30pm Cantamici Choir Concert Richard Attenborough Centre, Lancaster Rd, Leicester LE1 7HA www.cantamicichoir.org.uk tel 01455 823570
Sat 27 June 7.30pm Wyvern Singers Concert: Summer Fantasia including five English Folk Songs by Vaughan Williams St Mary Magdalen’s Church, Knighton, Leicester £6/£5 includes a glass of wine tel 0116 271 3125
Sat 27 June 7.30pm World Song (Una May’s Coventry Choir) Concert St Margarets Church, Walsgrave, Coventry £5/£2 tickets on the door

Sun 5 July 3pm – 6.30pm Musical Garden Party with Leicester Amika Choir, bands and Avenue Primary School Choir. 2 Knighton Grange Road, Leicester £6 adults/£1.50 children. In Memory of Ella Ashberry Sharp raising money for the Bone Cancer Research Trust and the Children’s Cancer Ward at Leicester Royal Infirmary. Advisable to book tel 07941321461 or liane.ashberry@ntlworld.com
Sun 5 July 8pm Farside 2 Acoustic Club with Backwards Love and Sheila Mosley ytheatre, East Street, Leicester www.farside2.org.uk
Sat 11 July 7.30pm Fosse Singers & Friends ytheatre, East Street, Leicester £5/£4 tel 0116 255 7066 www.ytheatre.co.uk
Sat 11 July 7.30pm Global Harmony Choir of Melton Mowbray Concert St John the Baptist Church, Stanford-on-Soar £8 including refreshment in aid of church funds tel 01509 881761

Sat 18 July 8.00pm Woven Chords Concert Grimsthorpe Castle, Bourne, Lincolnshire PE10 0LY You can picnic in the grounds before the concert £12 tel 01780 763203 www.grimsthorpe.co.uk 
Mon 17 Aug – Fri 21 Aug 10 – 4 each day Summer Music Week for Children Friends Meeting House, Queens Road, Leicester LE2 1WP £80 tel 07863 378392 www.freewebs.com/summermusicweek
Sun 23 Aug 10.00 – 4.00pm Singing Folk Harmony Workshop with Liz Underhill, of Global Harmony Choir in Melton. The Marquee, 7 Melbourne Road, Newbold, Coleorton, Leicestershire LE67 8JH. £25/£20 a discount of £5 per place if two or more people book together. A Folk on the Farm event, part of the Ashby de la Zouch Arts Festival. www.folkonthefarm.co.uk tel 01530 223467
Sat 5 Sept 10.30 – 4.00 Relatively Harmoniously Singing Workshop with Faith Watson. Friends Meeting House, Queens Rd, Leicester LE2 1WP £34/£26/£17 bring lunch to share tel 0161 881 0855 www.singingforlarks.co.uk
Sun 6 Sept afternoon Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament (CND) annual garden party 37/39 Elms Road, Leicester . 

Sat & Sun 26/27 Sept 10 -6pm both days Learn Harmony Singing (Barbershop) at Sheffield Springs Academy, Hurtfield Road, Sheffield S12 2SF £20/£7 students. www.hallmarkofharmony.co.uk or tel 01246 826936

Sat 17 Oct 10.30 – 4.30pm Folk Ballads, Rounds and Harmonies Singing Workshop with Craig, Morgan and Robson VoiceBox, Foreman St, Derby DE1 1JQ £24/£16 bring food to share www.kaleidoscope-music.org.uk tel 07532 355 879
Residential Singing Holidays 
Fri 10 July Weekend Singing Spirit with Nick Prater, Nickomo and Rasullah Clarke. Camping or residential. £95 if camping, Holycombe, Whichford, Shipton on Stour, Worcs tel 01749 850474

Fri 17 July Weekend Adult Voice Camp in Dorset leaders include Roxane Smith and Nickomo £85 tel 01749 850474

Sun 26 July - 2 Aug Revolutionary Choirs in France gather in St Amant,France.  Contact john@strawberrythieveschoir.org.uk Last year it cost £220 inclusive of food, travel and accommodation for the week. 

Mon 3 Aug – Fri 7 Aug Chanson Combard SW France. Leader Helen Lyle of Sheffield’s Body of Sound Choir. Tel 0790 446 0642 heatherlevene@hotmail.com
Sat 8 Aug Unicorn Natural Voice Camp in Dorset for one week. Leaders include Michael Harper, Kirsty Martin and loads more. Tel 01373 301000 www.unicorncamps.com
Sat 15 Aug – Fri 21st Aug Workers’ Music Association Summer School of Music Wortley Hall, Yorkshire Dales. Wide range of different types of music workshops offered. £380 fully inclusive (some scholarships). Brochures at Choir. www.wmamusic.org.uk 

Faith Watson Weekends Also singing holidays in Italy, Morocco and Spain Tel 0161 881 0855 www.singingforlarks.co.uk
Farncombe Estate Singing Weekends; leaders include Frankie Armstrong & Chris Rowbury tel 01386 854100 www.FarncombeEstate.co.uk
Singing & walking holidays www.lakelandvoice.co.uk including holidays in the Lake District, the Scottish island of Jura and in Slovenia 
Sing Your Socks Off Holiday Innsbruck, Austria 4 – 12 July 2009 www.singyoursocksoff.co.uk
News Snippets
The Secular Hall has had a clean up and some areas have been repainted by the members of the Society – it looks a lot lot better but there’s still a long way to go. The first step has been the award of £30,000 of Heritage Lottery Funding to draw up plans for improvements costing £2M.  
A Georgian Choir meets monthly on Sundays 2pm – 5pm at the VoiceBox in Derby; a song book/CDs are given to participants to practise between sessions. Tel 01332 345 508  www.kaleidoscope-music.org.uk  
Hannah has put five more songs with their parts on the web-site: Is this the world we created? Vecheryai Rado, How I wish, Feeling Good and Arms Trader. We now have 15 songs from our repertoire on the web-site. Thank you Hannah!

Regular Leicester Singing Events

Voices Coming Together meets on Tues 8:00pm Friends Meeting House, Queens Road, Leicester. Contact:Louise Hall tel 0116 267 7007
Leicester Amika Choir Sats 2.30 – 4.30 with Una May Olomolaiye, Cross Corners Community Arts Centre, Belgrave, Leicester. Tel 270 8764
Chanterelders Choir Mondays 7.30 - 8.45pm. Knighton Fields Centre, Herrick Road, Leicester. chanterelders@hotmail.com.
Fosse Singers meets at the Fosse Neighbourhood Centre,  Weds 7.15 – 8.45 Hannah Brine tel 07814 935049 or e-mail fossesingers@hotmail.com
Sir Jonathan North Community Choir is an adult community choir meeting at Sir Jonathan North Community College in Knighton Lane East on Mons 7 – 8.30. It follows the Community Adult Education sessions of 10 weeks for three terms. Contact: Honora Paris tel 07956498052  

Leicester Phoenix Youth Chorale meets on Tues at Guthlaxton College, Wigston LE18 2DS young people aged 14 – 24 from 7.30pm – 9.10pm and aged 8 – 14 from 6pm – 7.40pm. Tel 0116 270 4692 or 0116 278 6887 www.phoenixyouthchorale.org
Red Leicester Choir meets on Wednesdays during school terms at the Secular Hall, Humberstone Gate (opposite Sainsburys),  Leicester 7.30 – 9.30pm
Contacts: Christina 221 3066; Veronica 270 3143; Jane 240 4590; Kim 233 1959 http://redleicesterchoir.com
PAGE  
7

