What’s been happening at Red
Leicester?
November 2008 Newsletter 
Red Leicester meets on Wednesdays during school terms at the Secular Hall, Humberstone Gate (opposite Sainsburys),  Leicester 7.30 – 9.30pm

In September Red Leicester was one of the 45 choirs that joined together for the 800 strong Sing for Water on London’s South Bank as part of the Thames Festival, raising money for WaterAid. We sang E Marabini, Focus on the Horizon, Lugar Comum, Plovi Barko, Obatala, Talk to me and Una May’s Free Yourself.  The rehearsals were on Saturday at City Hall (the Greater London Authority (GLA) Building) and on Sunday morning in the same place as the performance: The Scoop outside City Hall by the Thames.   Red Leicester also busked , near HMS Belfast, before the main concert in the afternoon. The whole event is expected to raise over £50,000 for WaterAid mainly from the sponsorship of the singers. Have you sent in your sponsorship money to WaterAid yet?
On 11 October we sang at an OxFam Bread and Cheese Lunch at 
Emmanuel Church in Loughborough. We were pleased to hear that from the donations at the lunch £295 was collected and £125 was raised from the sale of OxFam and fairly traded goods.  
On the following Saturday we joined in the Stand Up for Poverty and Inequality Leicester, part of a national demonstration against poverty run by Make Poverty History. Jonny Gutteridge of Skillshare International took some super photos of us singing which Hannah is planning to put on the web-site. In the evening we sang a set (and contributed to the splendid buffet) at a Dance for Water Ceilidh at St Philip’s Church in Evington. It was part of “The Big National Ceilidh” which was run in 100 towns all over Britain. All the Ceilidhs danced the Circassian Circle to the tune of Jamie Allen at 10.00pm. We were pleased to hear that £635 was raised for WaterAid. 
 What’s going to be happening at Red Leicester?
Sat 1 Nov 11.00 Busking raising money for the admin expenses of next June’s Sing for Water. Meet outside Ox Fam in Market Street
Fri 7 Nov Singing 9.30pm – 10.15pm or so at the Charnwood Constituency Labour Party Social. We have been invited to sing after the members have had a buffet supper. At the Co-op Sports and Social Club in Birstall Road, Birstall. Please sign the gig sheet if you can come. 

Tues 11 Nov 7.30pm Unveiling of a Blue Plaque Commemorating Ernest Gimson’s Childhood home on New Walk. We have been invited to sing at the unveiling ceremony. We plan to sing William Morris, A Place called England and Keep you in Peace at the short ceremony.  Meet outside the Belmont Hotel in New Walk (where De Montfort Street crosses). Please sign the gig sheet if you can come. 
Sat 6 Dec 11am (tbc) Busking outside OxFam in Market Street.  We will decide the charity to be supported later. 

Sat 13 Dec 7.30pm Singing at Adie’s 50th Birthday Bash at Knighton Social Club, Avenue Road Extension, Clarendon Park. 
Wed 17 Dec last choir rehearsal before Christmas, we generally go out busking to the late night shopping crowds and then go back to the Secular Hall for a warm drink. 
Frid 19 Dec 7.30pm Red Leicester’s Winter Warmer Party Secular Hall. Singing and party games, Bring food to share. This is a fundraiser for the Choir, tickets £5. (£3 concessions and children).  

Wed 8 Jan choir starts again

In 2009 there will be a Community Choirs Festival at Warwick Arts Centre on 18 April, Leicester’s second Sing for Water at the Riverside Festival on June 7th, the 27th National Street Music Festival in Whitby in June or July and Raise Your Banners Festival of Political Song in Bradford in the autumn. 

Singing Workshops and other (mainly musical) events
Thurs 30 Oct 7.30 Irish Songs of Resistance and Rebellion Alistair Hulett & Jimmy Ross Molly O’Grady’s Pub, Hotel St, Leicester £6/£4 tel 07534906930 book on www.swappeal.org.uk/events.html
Sat 1 Nov Organising meeting for Leicester Sing for Water 2009 12.30 at De Montfort University School of Law, Elfed Thomas Building, Newarke Street, tel 2703143 for details. 
Sat 1 Nov 7.30 Cantamici Choir Concert St James’ Church, Birstall tel 01455 823570 jill.perry2@btinternet.com
Sat 1 Nov 7.30 Gospel meets Motown 2 Concert with Leicester Community Gospel Choir Y Theatre, East Street, £10/£8 tel 0116 255 7066 www.ytheatre.co.uk
Sun 2 Nov Farside 2 with One Big Sky Free with donations requested. Y Theatre, East Street www.farside2.org.uk
Tues 4 Nov 7.30 The Wings of a Dove: Coro Nostro Chamber Choir Concert St John the Baptist Church, Clarendon Park Road £10/£8.50 (concessions)/students & under 19s £3.50 tel 0116 252 2455 www.coronostro.com
Sat 8 Nov 10.30 – 4.30 Sing Out! Chris Rowbury Singing Workshop Guildhall Arts Centre, St Peter’s Hill, Grantham £15/£12 tel 01476 406158

Sat 8 Nov 7.30 Leicester Bach Choir Concert – Vaughan Williams, Elgar and Delius. St James the Greater, London Road, £12/£10(concessions)/children free/£5 disabled & carer/students £3 tel 0116 283 2107 or www.goleicestershire.com to book
Thurs 13 Nov Dick Gaughan with support from Steve Parker The Musician, Crafton Street West, Leicester £10 (Dick Gaughan performs “Your Daughters and Your Sons” ) www.themusicianpub.co.uk
Fri 14 Nov 6pm Hugh Aston of the Newarke, composer and mayor of Leicester. Lecture with musical illustrations by Prof Patrick Boylan, City University (formerly Director of Museums and Arts for Leicestershire) about this foremost Tudor choral composer on the 450th anniversary of his death. Trinity House, The Newarke, De Montfort University. Lecture followed by drinks & canapés.  Free but must book 0116 250 6077 or  eventsoffice@dmu.ac.uk
Sat 15 Nov 12 noon Commemorative Service for Hugh Aston of the Newarke  (foremost Tudor choral composer buried in St Margaret’s Church) on the 450th anniversary of his death. St Margaret’s Church which is at the junction of Burley’s Way, St Margaret’s Way and Churchgate, Leicester, (opposite the St Margaret’s Bus Station). The service will include Aston’s and other Tudor music.
Sat 15 Nov 10.30 – 4.30 Chris Rowbury Singing Workshop Beach Boys Bonanza at Sage Cross Methodist Church, Melton Mowbray £15/£12 tel 01476 550972 info@globalharmony.com www.globalharmony.org.uk (Kate Howard was listed in the last newsletter but she will now run a workshop in Melton in the New Year)
Sat 15 Nov Autumn Concert by City of Leicester Singers Harmonie Messe by Haydn and Litaniae Lauretanae by Mozart St James the Greater, London Road, Leicester tel 0116 259 5592

Sun 16 Nov 10.30 – 4.30 Motown Singing Workshop with Una May Olomalaiye Secular Hall, Humberstone Gate, Leicester £12 Booking advisable on 07973 228751 or senordillon@gmail.com
 Sun 16 Nov Singing Workshop and Concert with Mzetamze, Georgia’s foremost women’s singing ensemble. Workshop: 12noon to 5.30pm Queens Hall, 125 London Road, Derby DE1 2QQ (2 mins walk from Derby Railway station) £24/£16 Bring food to share
Concert: 8.30pm The VoiceBox, Forman St, Derby DE1 1JQ £10/£8  Combined ticket workshop/concert £30/£20 tel 01332 345508  http://www.kaleidoscope-music.org.uk
Fri 21 Nov 7.30 Singing Rounds with Zina Zelter at 20 Ingle Street, Leicester.  Please bring vegan cake, fruit or fruit juice to share.  Must tel 253 1649 or e-mail  zinazelter@yahoo.co.uk if you plan to go.

Sat 22 Nov 7.30pm Fundraising Concert for Raise Your Banners Festival of Political Song 2009. With Roy Bailey, David Ferrard, Gary Kaye, Voicemale & Otra. Bradford Irish Club, Rebecca Street, Bradford BD1 2RX £8 tel 01274 593585 to reserve tickets

Sun 23 Nov 4.30pm Ways Forward for Israel and Palestine. Film, food, exhibition and stalls Moat Community College, Maidstone Road, Leicester LE2 0TU. Entry to film and exhibition free, Middle Eastern Buffet at 6.30pm £6/£4/£3 which must be booked by 19 Nov justpeaceleicester@hotmail.com or tel 07949 661 367

Tues 25 Nov rehearsal 5pm/performance 7.30pm Come and Sing Handel’s Messiah St Mary’s Church, Humberstone, Leicester with Loughborough Orchestra (optional rehearsals Fridays 7/14/21 November 8pm – 9pm) £6 for St Mary’s Church Restoration Fund. Tel 01509 232025

Fri 28 Nov 7.30pm Salt of the Earth Barn Dance , Ukranian Church Centre, Hinckley Road, Leicester with Greenshoots Ceilidh Band. £10/under 16s £6 includes curry supper,tel 0116 291 3098 Booking advisable. Raising funds for a community project in Tamil Nadu, India.  

Sat 29 Nov 10.30 – 4.30pm Harmony Christmas Carols Singing Workshop with Jane Read at the Unitarian Chapel, High Street, Warwick £22 Bring food to share. tel 01926 778454 or bruceknight.voice@virgin.net
Sat 29 Nov 10.30 – 4.00 Faith Watson’s Jazz and Swing Harmonies Workshop, Christ Church, Selly Park, Birmingham B29 7PS £25/£20 (£5 reduction if booked  before 14 Nov) tel 0121 444 2583 soundsallowed@live.co.uk
Sat 6 Dec 7.30pm Leicester Amika Choir Concert. Belgrave Neighbourhood Centre, Rothley Street, Leicester tel 0116 270 3143
Sat 10 Jan Come and Sing Hayden’s Creation Trinity Methodist Church, Harborough Road, Oadby LE2 4LA Leah Govier & Stephen Foster will sing a selection of the arias. Registration 3.15, rehearsal 3.45, concert 7.30 – 9.00 £8 singer & bring food to share for 6pm supper. £5 audience. Leicester Bach Choir Tel 0116 271 0545 or dn.little@ntlworld.com
Sat 17 Jan 10 – 4 Bulgarian Singing Workshop led by Dessi Stefanova, leader of the London Bulgarian Choir. £24/£16 Bring food to share. Derby (venue to be confirmed) tel 01332 345 508 admin@kaleideidoscope-music.org.uk or www.kaleidoscope-music.org.uk
Residential Singing Holidays 
Faith Watson Weekends Also singing holidays in Italy, Morocco and Spain Tel 0161 881 0855 www.singingforlarks.co.uk
Farncombe Estate Singing Weekends; leaders include Frankie Armstrong & Chris Rowbury tel 01386 854100 www.FarncombeEstate.co.uk
Singing & walking holidays www.lakelandvoice.co.uk including holidays in the Lake District, the Scottish island of Jura and in Slovenia 
Sing Your Socks Off Holiday Innsbruck, Austria 4 – 12 July 2009 www.singyoursocksoff.co.uk
News Snippets
Last year we raised £500 for the Rainbows Children’s Hospice in Loughborough. Susan represented the Choir at the reception when “Building for the Future” Rainbows £4M capital appeal was launched. The money will be used to extend the Hospice and improve its facilities so that over 18s can be accommodated at the same time as younger children. A “Wall of Celebration” composed of glass blocks will link the new extension with the existing hospice. So far Red Leicester has raised £55 at the busking on March 1 towards buying one of the glass blocks which we can have inscribed with some suitable text. 
Leicester Mercury are running Sing for Your School competition. Schools are asked to send in videos of groups singing a Christmas carol. The videos will be put on www.thisisleicestershire.co.uk/singforyourschool for the public to watch and vote for their favourite choir. A judging panel will choose the finalists from the top 12 choirs. Prizes for the top schools. Closing date 1 November – do watch the videos and take part in the vote!

The Fair Trade Café at the Riverside Festival made £222 which swelled the sum raised by Leicester Sing for Water. This is a plea to support the Just Shop in Bishop Street who helped us by running the Café. 

The Secular Hall has had a clean up and some areas have been repainted by the members of the Society – it looks a lot better but there’s still a long way to go. The first step has been the award of £30,000 of Heritage Lottery Funding to draw up plans for improvements costing £2M.  

A Georgian Choir meets on Sundays 2pm – 5pm about six times a year at the VoiceBox in Derby; a song book/CDs are given to participants to practise between sessions. Next meeting 2 November.  Tel 01332 345 508  www.kaleidoscope-music.org.uk
Regular Leicester Singing Events

Voices Coming Together meets on Tuesday evenings 8:00pm Friends Meeting House, Queens Road, Leicester. DAVIDSINGS@care4free.net
Leicester Amika Choir Sats 2.30pm – 4.30pm with Una May Olomolaiye, Cross Corners Community Arts Centre, Belgrave, Leicester. Tel 0116 270 8764
Chanterelders Choir Mondays 7.30 - 8.45pm. Knighton Fields Centre, Herrick Road, Leicester. chanterelders@hotmail.com.
Fosse Singers meets at the Fosse Neighbourhood Centre on Weds 7.15 – 8.45 tel 07814 935049 or e-mail fossesingers@hotmail.com
A new Community Choir is being set up in Kirby Muxloe/Leicester Forest East meeting at St Andrews Church, Leicester Forest East, tel 07894073621 or e-mail thechoir@talktalk.net
Red Leicester meets on Wednesdays during school terms at the Secular Hall, Humberstone Gate (opposite Sainsburys),  Leicester 7.30 – 9.30pm

Contacts: Christina 221 3066; Veronica 270 3143; Jane 240 4590; Kim 233 1959 http://redleicesterchoir.com 
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